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stick and the priest, after reading the number on
the stick, opens a drawer and hands him a fortune
printed on paper. The fee is a few sen. But
fortune telling with a religious connection is
exclusive of fortune telling as a profession.
The policeman with whom I discussed the
prophets of Tokyo gave me the following list of
some of the prevalent methods of divining the
future : from deer bones, tortoise shells, the flight
of birds, chicken bones, crows, mice, mud-snails,
rice grains, rice gruel from koto (Japanese harps),
obi tying, coins, bridges, water, tiles on the roofs,
grass, poems, evening, lottery sticks, colour of the
ink in handwriting, handwriting, tatami or straw
mats in one's home, numerology, soroban or abacus,
horoscope or the prediction on the basis of the stars
and planets at the time of one's birth (astrology),
appearance of one's house, direction of one's
house, general yearly direction, swords, physiog-
nomy and blood.
"That's but a few of them. Sometimes indi-
vidual diviners concoct methods of their own.
But on the whole the most prevalent methods in
Tokyo are physiognomy, astrology, numerology,
direction forecasting and the reading of the future
from one's blood. The latter, it may be said, is
not as popular as the others," stated the policeman.